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Research (LASR) in March 2012. This issue of
SPECTRA recognizes this event by focusing

several articles on NRL’s autonomous systems

research activities and contributions. AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NAVAL RESEARCH LABORATORY
’ . PUBLISHER

NRL’s work in autonomous systems is not a NRL Office of Public Affairs

new venture. Since 1923, NRL researchers Richard Thompson, PAO

have been on the cutting edge of autonomous
systems research. With the opening of the
LASR, NRL scientists and engineers will have
access to specialized facilities that can support CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
highly innovative, multidisciplinary research in Shannon Breland

Donna McKinney
autonomous systems. Daniel Parry

Claire Peachey
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Donna McKinney, Deputy PAO

NRL has long been known for its multidisciplinary

research efforts. Building on that rich research legacy, EDITING, DESIGN. AND PRODUCTION
the LASR will bring together scientists and engineers from NRL Technical Information Services
varying disciplines to study and solve military requirements, Kathy Parrish, Head

using autonomous systems. EDITING

Claire Peachey
LASR is a one-of-a-kind facility providing facilities and

environments that simulate littoral, desert, and tropical locations. DESIGN AND PRODUCTION

Jonna Atkinson

There are also high bay spaces that can be configured to support the Heather Miller
components of research prototype systems. Armed with these facilities,
NRL researchers will be equipped to lead the way in identifying and solving PHOTOGRAPHY AND ARCHIVES

Gayle Fullerton
Jamie Hartman
James Marshall

future technology problems for current and future warfighters.

We hope you enjoy this issue of SPECTRA and share it with others. To request
additional copies or more information, please email spectra@nrl.navy.mil. n ®
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NRL OPENS THE

LABORATORY fFOR

-A CONVERSATION WITH THE NEW LAB’S DIRECTOR

THE NAV AL
RESEARCH
LABORATORY

IN WASHINGTON, D.C., OPENED THE LABORATORY FOR
AUTONOMOUS SYSTEMS RESEARCH (LASR) THIS YEAR.
THIS NEW LABORATORY WILL BECOME A NERVE GCENTER
FOR AUTONOMY RESEARCH FOR THE NAVY AND MARINE
CORPS. THE ONE-OF-A-KIND LABORATORY PROVIDES
SPECIALIZED FACILITIES TO SUPPORT HIGHLY
INNOVATIVE RESEARCH IN INTELLIGENT AUTONOMY,

SENSOR SYSTEMS, POWER AND ENERGY SYSTEMS,
HUMAN—SYSTEM INTERACTION, NETWORKING AND
COMMUNICATIONS, AND PLATFORMS. THE LASR CAPITALIZES ON THE BROAD
MULTIDISCIPLINARY CHARACTER OF NRL, BRINGING TOGETHER SCIENTISTS AND
ENGINEERS FROM DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS TO TACKLE COMMON CHALLENGES IN
AUTONOMY RESEARCH AT THE INTERSECTION OF THEIR RESPECTIVE FIELDS. THE
OBJECTIVE OF THE LASR IS TO ENABLE CONTINUED NAVY AND

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE SCIENTIFIC LEADERSHIP IN AUTONOMY

AND TO IDENTIFY OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVANCES IN

FUTURE DEFENSE TECHNOLOGY.

2 SPECTRA



SPI spoke with Alan Schultz, director
of the new LASR, to learn about the facilities in the lab
and the kind of research to be conducted there.

TELL US ABOUT THE CAPABILITIES OF LASR.

The new facility has a number of high bay environments and
laboratories with many unique features to support research in
autonomous systems.

The Prototyping High Bay is 150 ft by 75 ft by 30 ft high.
This space can be used for small autonomous air vehicles,
autonomous ground vehicles, and of course the people who
will interact with them. The most unique feature of this space
is a motion capture system, which allows us to track up to
50 objects and gather high-accuracy ground truth data of all
positions of these tracked objects at 120 Hz. Our tracking
system currently has the largest capture volume in existence.
In addition, we have high-speed cameras on motorized
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pan/tilt heads that can be automatically cued by the motion
capture system, enabling us to record video of specific
targets. We have an audio system that allows us to inject
directional sound into the environment; we can inject, for
example, the sound of troops marching from the southeast
to the northwest, or environmental background noises. We
can flood a 40 ft by 40 ft area to a 4-inch depth, so we can
simulate a shallow body of water, or allow sensors from an
air vehicle to see specular reflections. Lighting is adjustable,
and nighttime
conditions can be
simulated. Four
labs overlook the
high bay and can
be used for testing
human interaction
with remote

systems, and as
control rooms.
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The Littoral High Bay features a 45 ft by 25 ft by 5.5 ft
deep pool. This pool has a 16-channel wave generator,
allowing us to create directional waves. In addition, the
far side of the pool contains a structure allowing us to put
a slope on that end of the pool. We have materials such
as sand, dirt, and gravel that can then be put into the
pool, allowing us to create surf-like conditions. The wave
generator and slope mechanism can be removed with our

overhead crane for those who
need a constant depth and the
full length of the pool. The Littoral
High Bay will also have a variety
of sediment tanks for testing
sensors and energy-harvesting
devices.

The Desert High Bay contains
a 40 ft by 14 ft area of sand 2
feet deep, and contains 18-foot-
high rock walls that allow testing
of robots and sensors in a
desert-like environment. We can
introduce blowing sand, and
can control the lighting in that
environment.

Littoral High Bay

The Tropical High Bay is a 60 ft by 40 ft
greenhouse that contains a re-creation of a
southeast Asian rain forest, with temperatures
that average 80 degrees and 80 percent
humidity year round. Rain events of up to 6
inches per hour can be generated, allowing
us to test autonomous systems, sensors, and
communications in these harsh environments.

We have specialized laboratories for human-systems

interaction, sensors, and power and energy. The four human-
systems interaction labs overlook the Prototyping High Bay

and can be used, as described earlier, as control rooms for
human-subject experiments, or for development of autonomy

software. These labs contain eye trackers (useful for studying

Desert High Bay

how people work with advanced interfaces for autonomous
systems) and multi-user/multi-touch displays. The sensor

lab contains environmental
chambers (including a smaller
chamber where temperature,
humidity, and barometric pressure
can be controlled and a large
walk-in chamber with control of
temperature and humidity), an
anechoic chamber, and an aerosol
test facility.

WHO WILL WORK IN LASR?

LASR is an NRL-wide resource.
NRL researchers who have
relevant projects can register to
use the facility using our online
registration process that will be
available soon. In that process,
the principal investigator will
describe the work to be done
and which of our labs and

SPECTRA



environments they intend to use. The lab director and
facility manager will then determine appropriateness of the
project and whether space is available. Priority will be for
multidisciplinary research in autonomous systems. Once
the project is approved, researchers may then create
experimental setups in our scheduling system and reserve
time for specific experiments.

WiLL LASR BE OPENED TO OUTSIDE
RESEARCHERS OR IS IT ONLY FOR NRL
SCIENTISTS AND ENGINEERS?

While the facility was created to support NRL research,
outside collaborators on funded projects will be able to work
with NRL scientists on collaborative projects in the facility.
The facility is not generally available for rent.

WHAT TYPES OF RESEARCH WILL BE
CONDUCTED IN LASR?

LASR will support a broad range of research related to
autonomous systems, from basic to applied, and for
integration across different disciplines. For example, while
we do expect to have a lot of research involving autono-
mous vehicles, autonomy goes beyond vehicle platforms
to autonomous systems for self-configuring and self-
healing networks, autonomous sensor networks, and
software to aid the warfighter in decision making. The lab
will support research in power and energy systems and
sensors that are used as payloads and that are part of the
autonomous systems.

To show the breadth of the science, a few of the research
projects that are already slated to start work in the building
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"and energy
laboratory 4

include Damage Control
Technologies for the 21st
Century, which is working
on advanced shipboard
firefighting technology,
including autonomous
firefighting robots, and the
Large-Displacement UUV,
where research is being
performed on sensors,
power and energy, and
on the technology for
testing and evaluating
autonomous control
algorithms.

Tropical High Bay

How ARE NRL RESEARCHERS UNIQUELY
POSITIONED TO TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF A
LABORATORY LIKE LASR?

NRL is uniquely positioned because of the breadth and depth
of our science, and because we have the underlying science
needed for all aspects of autonomous systems. As | went
around to NRL’s various divisions to brief our scientists about
the new facility, | realized that virtually all of our research
divisions have a role, whether it’s biomolecular researchers
developing CBRNE sensors, material scientists developing
novel ways to embed antennas or electronics into vehicle
structures, or psychologists studying how our warfighters will
work with these systems. The potential for cross-disciplinary
work is huge, and | am already seeing folks working together
to solve the bigger problems in autonomous systems that
cannot be solved when these groups work in isolation.



WHAT DO YOU SEE BEING ACCOMPLISHED

USING LASR THAT IS NOT CURRENTLY BEING
ACCOMPLISHED IN NRL’S INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH
DIVISIONS?

While many of our divisions already work together in interesting
ways to solve these bigger problems, LASR will allow us to do
larger scale integration of the science and to test out our ideas
before we go to the field. Our facility gives us a cost-saving
method for testing out concepts and ideas before we go to the
expense of field trials. In essence, it bridges the gap between
laboratory work and field experiments.

Alan C. Schultz is
Director of NRL's
Navy Center for
Applied Research in
Artificial Intelligence,
in addition to being
selected as the first
: i Director of NRL's
alk-in environmental chamber 3 : new Laboratory
S for Autonomous
Systems Research.
He has 26 years of
experience and over
100 publications
in autonomous
systems, robotics,
human-robot
interaction, and
machine learning,
and is responsible
for establishing and
running the robotics
laboratory at NRL. Mr. Schultz was selected to teach at the
first IEEE Robotics and Automation Society Summer School
on Human—Robot Interaction, has been editor of several
collections in multirobot systems, and has chaired many
conferences and workshops in robotics and human-robot
interaction. He has been principal investigator on numerous
ONR, DARPA, NASA, and DOE grants. Mr. Schultz
OMOQO received his M.S. in computer science from
George Mason University in 1988. He is the
recipient of 20 Navy Special Achievement

f% awards for significant contributions, and

A the Alan Berman Research Publication
Award. His research is in the areas of

o human-robot interaction, autonomous
systems, and adaptive systems.

O SPECTRA
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Darrell King is the Facilities Manager for the newly opened
Laboratory for Autonomous Systems Research. He start-
ed work in the position in September 2010 soon after
construction for the Laboratory got underway. King provides
complete facility and equipment support for the LASR, with
responsibility for day-to-day operations.

King's daily responsibilities range from training new users
of the Lab, to maintaining the greenhouse and plants,

to providing technical expertise on the LASR equipment
and facilities.

Prior to this position, King was the Facilities Manager at NRL's
Institute for Nanoscience from 2001 to 2010. From 1985 to
2001, he worked with Dr. Gary Prinz in the Materials Science
and Technology Division as a technician involved with the thin

film growth of magnetic materials. From 1975 to 1985, he as a technician involved in bulk and single crystal growth of

worked in the Electronics Science and Technology Division

semiconductor materials and post-growth processing. &

NRL A] Videos Win Awards

Naval Research Laboratory
scientists won the “Best
Educational Video” award

at the Association for the
Advancement of Artificial
Intelligence’s (AAAI) annual
conference in San Francisco
in August 2011.

Their award-winning video, “Robotic
Secrets Revealed, Episode 002,”
demonstrates research on robot
perception (including object
recognition and multimodal person
identification) and embodied
cognition (including theory of mind,
or the ability to reason about what
others believe). The NRL team used
a highly entertaining vignette that
included two people interacting with
two robots. The video can be seen at
http://www.nrl.navy.mil/aic/iss/aas/
CognitiveRobotsVideos.php.

The team that created the video
works in NRL’s Navy Center for
Applied Research in Artificial
Intelligence. Team members include
Dr. Laura Hiatt, Dr. Anthony Harrison,
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Dr. Ed Lawson, Dr. Eric Martinson,
and Dr. Greg Trafton. This is the
second time NRL researchers have
been recognized with a video award
at the AAAI conference. In 2009, their
video “Robotic Secrets Revealed,
Episode 001” won the prize for “Most
Informative Video.”

The goal of the AAAI video
competition is to show the world
how much fun artificial intelligence
is by documenting exciting artificial
intelligence advances in research,
education, and application. The
rules are simple: Compose a short

Octavia with her Shakey trophy.

video about an exciting artificial
intelligence project, and narrate it so
that it is accessible to a broad online
audience. The developers of award-
winning videos receive Oscar-like
trophies, called “Shakeys” in honor
of SRI International’s Shakey robot
and its pioneering video.
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Shipboard
Firefighting

fo pom o uz Ire shlpboard
To advaince firefighting capabilities,

scientists at the Naval Research Laboratory have formed an interdisciplinary
team to develop a humanoid robot that could fight fires on the next
generation of combatants. A humanoid-type robot was chosen because it
was deemed best suited to operate within the confines of an environment that
was designed for human mobility and offered opportunity for other potential
warfighting applications within the Navy and Marine Corps.

T he firefighting robot, called the Shipboard Autonomous Firefighting Robot
(SAFFIR), is being designed to move autonomously throughout the ship, interact
with people, and fight fires, handling many of the dangerous firefighting tasks
that are normally performed by humans. The humanoid robot should be able to
maneuver well in the narrow passages and ladderways that are unique to a ship
and challenging for most older, simpler robots to navigate.

The robot is designed with enhanced multimodal sensor technology for
advanced navigation and a sensor suite that includes a camera, gas sensor,
and stereo infrared camera to enable it to see through smoke. Its upper

body will be capable of manipulating fire suppressors and throwing
PEAT (propelled extinguishing agent technology) grenades. It will be
battery powered, with enough energy for 30 minutes of
firefighting. Like a sure-footed sailor, the robot will also

Upper body will be capable of
manipulating fire suppressor
and throwing PEAT grenades.

Lightweight, low-friction
linear actuators improve
efficiency and contraol.

Titanium springs
enable improved
dynamics and
advanced control
algorithms.

Lightweight, central aluminum
structure efficiently transfers
loads through robot.

be capable of walking in all directions,
balancing in sea conditions, and
traversing obstacles.

Another key element of the SAFFIR
development is to allow damage

control personnel and the robot to work
cohesively as a team. Algorithms are
being developed to allow autonomous
mobility and decision making by the robot
as a team member. To enable natural
interaction with a human team leader,

the robot will have multimodal interfaces
that will enable the robot to track the
focus of attention of the human team
leader, as well as to allow the robot to
understand and respond to gestures,
such as pointing and hand signals. Where
appropriate, natural language may also
be incorporated, as well as other modes
of communication and supervision.

SPECTRA



Sensor suite includes
stereo IR camera to
see through smoke.
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Researchers from Virginia Tech and the
University of Pennsylvania are working
with NRL on the project. They plan to
test the firefighting robot in a realistic
firefighting environment aboard the ex-
USS Shaadwell, NRL's fire research ship,
in late September 2013.

The Navy Technology Center for Safety and
Survivability, located at NRL in Washington,
D.C., carries out research aimed to solve
current and future Navy problems regarding
combustion, fire extinguishment, fire
modeling and scaling, damage control,

and atmosphere hazards. The Center has
unique fire research facilities that include
pressurable chambers up to a 10,000
cubic foot capacity at the Center’s test site
at NRL's Chesapeake Bay Detachment in
Calvert County, Maryland. The Center also

SPRING 2012

Battery compartment
holds enough energy for
30 minutes of firefighting.

Parallel actuation of
hip and ankle provides
greater accuracy,
speed and torque.

Six-axis
force/torgue
sensor enables
robust feedback
while walking.

has custody of the fire test ship ex-USS
Shadwell (LSD 15) located in Mobile,
Alabama, where full-scale fire and damage
control tests are conducted using the reality
conformations of active duty sailors. Using
the ex-USS Shadwell, NRL scientists are
able to enhance their technology base

for introducing advanced damage control
concepts to the Fleet. The ship provides a
unique opportunity to realistically experience
a true damage control environment, to
create a partnership between the technical
and Fleet communities, and to take
advantage of new insights gleaned during
full-scale experimentation.

The Navy Center for Applied Research in
Artificial Intelligence (NCARAI) has been
involved in both basic and applied research
in artificial intelligence, human factors,

and human-centered computing since

The Virginia Tech
CHARLI-L1 robot.
NRL’s firefighting
robot will be a
follow-on version
to this one.

its inception in 1981. NCARAI, part of the
Information Technology Division within NRL,

is engaged in research and development
efforts designed to address the application of
artificial intelligence technology and techniques
to critical Navy and national problems. The
NCARAI is developing the algorithms that
allow the firefighting robot to work naturally
with human firefighters, as well as high-level
reasoning capabilities.

The Laboratory for Autonomous Systems
Research provides specialized facilities to
support highly innovative, multidisciplinary
research in autonomous systems, including
intelligent autonomy, sensor systems, power
and energy systems, human-systems
interaction, networking and communications,
and platforms (see p. 2). &
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The Naval Research Laboratory Vehicle Research Section

has successfully completed flight tests for the Autonomous Deployment
Demonstration (ADD) program. The final demonstration took place
September 1, 2011, at the Yuma Proving Ground (YPG), Arizona, and
consisted of a series of eight balloon-drops at altitudes of up to 57,000 feet,
delivering sensor-emplacement Close-In Covert Autonomous Disposable
Aircraft (CICADA) vehicles within 15 feet of their intended landing

locations.

———

The ADD concept is to enable small unmanned air vehicles (UAVs) equipped
with sensor payloads to be launched from aircraft (manned or unmanned),
balloons, or precision guided munitions, and dispersed in selectable patterns
around designated areas.

CICADA Mark Il autonomous glider

and then enters an orbit. It descends in

“The mission profile is straightforward,” says Chris Bovais, an aeronautical that orbit until it reaches the ground.”
engineer and flight test coordinator in the NRL Vehicle Research Section. “The
CICADA is dropped from another airborne platform, flies to a single waypoint, The NRL-developed CICADA Mark

I UAV is a glider; it has no onboard
The Tempest UAV with two wing-mounted CICADA vehicles. propulsion source. Therefore, it requires
another airborne platform to get it to
' an altitude such that it can glide to its
destination. Its lack of a motor and small
size make it nearly undetectable in flight.

The ADD field trials successfully
demonstrate that the CICADA can
perform a precision delivery of a notional
payload after being dropped from a
“mother ship” or being carried aloft

by a balloon. Standoff distances of

30 nautical miles and altitudes up to
57,000 feet were demonstrated, with an
average landing error of 15 feet from the
commanded location.

b= = The ADD test crew prébéres to launch a wéather balloon to carry the Tempe§t'_UAV
- and CICADA gliders to an altitude nearly 60,000 feet above the desert floor..
TG e : ' e e SPECTRA




During the demonstration, the UAV
ensemble was lifted to altitude

using balloons operated by Aerostar
International. A Tempest UAV, built by
UASUSA (Boulder, Colorado), with two
CICADA vehicles attached on wing-
mounted pylons, was carried aloft to
altitudes approaching 60,000 feet.

The Tempest was released from the
balloon, autonomously executed a
pull-up maneuver, and then carried the
two CICADAs to a drop location. Each
CICADA vehicle was then released from
the Tempest and autonomously flew to
the preprogrammed target waypoint.

“Many remote sensors are currently
hand emplaced,” said Bovais. “The
CICADA allows for the low-cost delivery
of multiple precision-located sensors
without placing the warfighter in

harm’s way.”

The CICADA Mark lll is a unique vehicle.

The airframe is simply a printed circuit
board also serving as the autopilot,

the first known multipurpose airframe/
avionics implementation of its kind. This

SPRING 2012
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A CICADA Mark lll is carried beneath the left wing of the Tempest UAV at 53,000 feet, after release

novel construction method significantly
reduces assembly time, minimizes
wiring requirements, and enables the
manufacture of low-cost and rugged
micro air vehicles. The airframe shape

from the balloon and before releasing the CICADA.

developed by the Vehicle Research
Section to be both inexpensive and
robust. The only flight sensors are a
5 Hz GPS receiver and a two-axis
gyroscope. Although having minimal

“ 1THE CICADA ALLOWS FOR THE
LOW-COST DELIVERY OF MULTIPLE
PRECISION-LOCATED SENSORS
WITHOUT PLACING THE WARFIGHTER IN

HARM'S wAyY. %

is easily scaled to accommodate
various payload sizes and potential
acoustic, magnetic, chemical/biological,
and SIGINT sensors. Unique to this
construction technique, additional
electronic payloads can be inserted

into the system by updating the printed
circuit board artwork and “re-winging”
the aircraft.

A custom autopilot for the CICADA,
both hardware and software, was

sensors, the navigation solution and
the flight controller proved to be quite
robust during in-flight testing, routinely
recovering from tumbling launches.
The flight controller also included a
custom NRL algorithm that accurately
estimated wind speed and magnitude,
despite having no air data sensors

on board.

11
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1923 Electric Dog

Working toward the development
of pilotless aircraft and “flying bombs”

for the Navy, NRL devised a radio remote-

control system that allowed several operations to be

controlled at once, as required in piloting an aircraft. A 1924
control switch with a vertical handle, similar to the joystick Remote-Controlled Pontoon
Plane

to control the many necessary functions. This
first applied to a three-wheel cart, christened the
Dog, which could be seen wandering about ¢

- driveways.

NRL developed the control system for the
first U.S. flight of a radio-controlled pilotless
aircraft. Remotely controlled from the ground,
the N-9 float plane took off from the Potomac

River, followed a triangular course, exegul

on an aircraft, could operate selective relays simultaneousgli

1926 Joystick Remote Control Circuit Patent

NRL engineer C.B. Mirick patented his system for remote radio
g control of pilotless aircraft and of “any circuits or objects which
: are to be controlled at a distance.” U.S. Patent no. 1,597,416,
E i A “Electrical Distant-Control System,” Aug. 24, 1926. “My
(=
.rl
£

I 8 invention relates broadly to distant control systems, and more
b ‘ particularly to a control circuit for a radio transmitter, and

- a selectively responsive circuit for a radio apparatus

g9 whereby particular controls may be caused to

' function individually or simultaneously... My
control system is particularly applicable

in maneuvering aircraft without

N a pilot.”




1930s
Remote-Controlled
Decoy Battleships

For exercises to test the vulnerability
. of ships to air bombing, NRL devised a
. radio remote-control system to maneuver
the warships USS Stoddert and USS
Utah, which had been converted to
target ships. The steering and throttle
controls were operated through selector
switches based on the teletype
mechanism using the Baudot
code.

Radio-Guided Bombs

NRL was responsible for
development of the radio remote-
control units for the Azon (“azimuth
only”), Razon (“range and azimuth”),
Gorgon, and Gargoyle guided bombs.
The Azon, sometimes called an early
“smart bomb,” was put into service
in 1944 to bomb enemy bridges,
railroads, and other
targets.

1936 - WWII
Anti-Aircraft Target Drones

The Navy needed more realistic anti-aircraft
practice targets than target sleeves towed
by piloted aircraft, so NRL developed the radio-
control system for an unmanned aircraft that could
be controlled by a “mother plane” up to 25 miles away.
Target “drones” became widely used and led to rapid
improvement in fire control systems. Hundreds of F6F
and other type aircraft were converted to drones for
gunnery training, evaluation of defense procedures,
and to carry out simulated “Japanese suicide”
attacks. After the war, radio-guided drones
collected data on nuclear explosions during
the Bikini Atoll tests, telemetering the
data to safe observation points
aboard ship.

1947
Loon Guided Missile System

The Navy initiated a number of missile programs
toward the end of WWII, and NRL developed the guidance
systems for several of them. Loon, one of the earliest, was

the first guided missile to be launched from a submarine,
USS Cusk. NRL research in kinematics, dynamic stability, noise
dispersion, flame plasmas, and other fields contributed to the
design of guided missile systems over many years.

N2C-2 MooiFieo
Srowing Tkicveee Lamoin
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AUTONOMOUS SYSTEMS AT NRL
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2008 AUTONOMOUS SOARING

The ALOFT unmanned and unpowered sailplane, with a nominal endurance of 3 minutes,
was able to fly for 5.3 hours and 70.5 miles by exploiting naturally occurring air currents,
similar to a soaring bird. Custom software algorithms detected the presence of rising air
using onboard sensors, estimated the center of any nearby thermals, and redirected the
autopilot to orbit in a more advantageous location. This technology can be implemented
on existing UAVs with a software upgrade and thereby extend the vehicle’s endurance
and range without the need for additional fuel or hardware.

The Autonomous Locator of Updrafts (ALOFT) sailplane.

2008 EMBODIED COGNITION

NRL developed the first cognitively plausible robot architecture, ACT-R/E. Based
on what is known about human reasoning and memory (from both psychological
studies and fMRI data), ACT-R/E, using the robot’s perceptual inputs, performs

reasoning and decision making in a way that is similar to how people reason, and

allows the robot to interact naturally with people.

2008 FREND
Autonomous Rendezvous and Docking

In the Front-end Robotics Enabling Near-term
Demonstration project, NRL developed and
ground-demonstrated guidance and control
algorithms to allow a robotic servicing vehicle
to autonomously rendezvous and dock with

a satellite not predesigned for docking. The
demonstration was completed in a realistic
spaceflight environment under full autonomy
with no human-in-the-loop assistance.

El
In the Proximity Operations Testbed, the FREND ¥ R
robotic system (at right) grapples the “hardpoint”

interface of a satellite (left).
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2009 ION TIGER

This fuel-cell-powered UAV flew for 26+ hours
with a 5-Ib payload by using a high-energy
hydrogen fuel cell system for electric pro-
pulsion, exceeding by 6x the endurance
provided by batteries. With this demonstration,
NRL created a new class of stealthy, small
unmanned air vehicles capable of “big vehicle
missions.” A new liquid hydrogen fuel tank
may extend the UAV’s endurance to 72 hours.

2009 PREDICTING AND PREVENTING
PROCEDURAL ERRORS

of human memory (Memory for Goals)
d a system that can predict when an
procedural error before the error actually
ime cue to prevent the error from being made.

2009 XFC

The eXperimental Fuel Cell
unmanned aerial system is a fully
autonomous, affordably expendable
surveillance platform. The folding-
wing UAV ejects from a transport
tube, unfolds to its X-shaped
configuration, and can fly for 6 hours
powered by a hydrogen fuel cell.

XFC is being modified for launch
from a submarine.
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2010 BI1O-INSPIRED DEFORMABLE
FIN UUV

This unmanned undersea vehicle is propelled and controlled
using fish-like, bio-robotic fins inspired by the bird wrasse,

a coral reef fish. Actuation of individual ribs within each

fin creates the curvatures necessary to generate the high-
magnitude, variable-direction forces that enable precise,
low-speed maneuvering in highly dynamic environments such
as nearshore areas with currents and waves.

Planner

7 |

Goulfs) Expectations

/Goa l.Anomaly\ 2
P \J 2010 DYNAMIC GOAL MANAGEMENT

\ Goal-driven autonomy permits agents to automatically self-select
B ol i their goals. This is particularly valuable for unmanned systems on
=, Aniomaly 2 Ancnaly long-duration deployments in complex environments.

Resolver Explainer
R =

Explanations _~
—

2010 FLOW IMMUNOSENSOR PAYLOAD

NRL demonstrated its flow immunosensor payload on a
Hydroid REMUS100 AUV. Low parts-per-billion levels of TNT
were detected in a simulated plume while underway, and data
acquisition was observed remotely in real time over a Web-
based interface.

Client Server, TCP ! XOP Enabled
Messaging (e.g., XMPP) ! Serverless Messaging
c :
Baxic -9 o -0
t ]

C ]
; e

Group-Oriented Messaging and Chat-érvices

&

&
&

2010 VOLUME SENSOR i o sensar

i Microphone
This multisensor shipboard detection system provides early warning detection f . :Senar
of flames, smoke, thermally hot objects, pipe rupture, and gas leaks through B 2w camera

improved situational awareness. Based on data fusion, the system combines
video image detection and machine vision software with spectral sensors and
acoustic data inputs to correctly identify damage control events and discrim-
inate against false positives.

Color Camera
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2011 LOW FREQUENCY
BROADBAND SONAR

NRL’s AUV-based broadband active
sonar system for the high-performance
detection and identification of underwater
mines was transitioned to production.
The “squint capable” synthetic aperture
sonar measures scattering cross sections
very precisely for identification based on
structural acoustic features. The sonar

is configured on a long-endurance, quiet
AUV that navigates using a fusion of
Doppler velocity measurement, fiber-optic
gyroscope inertial navigation, and GPS.
Deployment is anticipated on the Littoral
Combat Ship and other platforms of
opportunity.

e I

NRL FEATURES

2010 UNMANNED SEMI-
SUBMERSIBLE (USS)

NRL demonstrated this semi-submersible vehicle for shallow-
water (2 to 200 m) bathymetry and sidescan surveying. It
provides superior coverage rates (2x or greater) compared

to unmanned surface vehicles and unmanned underwater
vehicles, and is excellent for rapid response in hostile
environments (combat, disasters).

2011 RoOBOTIC
MATERIALS TESTING
SYSTEM

The NRL66.3 robotic system provides
high-rate, fully automated testing to
generate large quantities of response
data for characterizing the behavior
of complex materials. It features
six-degree-of-freedom multiaxial
loading, a wireless sensor network
infrastructure, and a whole-field

3D optical method for measuring
displacement and strain fields. Such
a system is expected to influence the
design, certification, and qualification
methodologies used for sea and
aerospace platforms built from high-
performance composite and other
anisotropic materials.

2011 SEA NIMBUS

To improve detection of the very
quietest underwater threats in
shallow water environments,
NRL created an autonomous
distributed sensing and
identification technology for
short (<1 month) and long (2 to
10 months) duration monitoring
over a wide area. This approach
deploys large numbers of small,
inexpensive, power-efficient/harvesting, and intercommunicating
but otherwise unconnected underwater sensor nodes. Through
their own cooperative decision making, they rise to the surface
and RF-link contact information, and then re-submerge to
continue monitoring.
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2008 GAZE
FOLLOWING,
GESTURE
RECOGNITION,
CONVERSATION
TRACKING

NRL has developed several
systems for improving
human-robot interaction in
joint tasks. A system that
uses a combination of visual
perception algorithms and
computational cognitive
models allows a robot

to track a person’s head
movements and understand
that person’s focus of
attention. A system for
learning and recognizing
static and dynamic hand
gestures (both one-handed
and two-handed) allows
autonomous systems to
understand a person’s
communicative intent. A
system that uses sound
localization to guide a
robot’s vision system to
find the speaker allows

a robot to correctly track
conversations.

2010 THEORY
OF MIND

NRL developed a
computational cognitive
model of “Theory of
Mind,” which allows a
robot to reason about
what a person might
believe. Using the model,
the robot can detect
when a person might
not have a complete
understanding of a

situation, and offer more HUMAN-ROBOT INTERACTION

information.

NRL Commanding Officer Capt. Paul C. Stewart gets guidance from Lucas, a Mobile,
Dexterous, Social (MDS) robot, in the Prototyping High Bay in the Laboratory for
Autonomous Systems Research. NRL scientists use Lucas and two other MDS robots,
Octavia and Isaac, in human-robot interaction research and to develop cognitive robotic




1

ffeee

systems. Areas of research include embodied cognition, voice and gesture recognition, and
dynamic autonomy. Capt. Stewart holds an Ascending Technologies Pelican quadrotor mini air
vehicle. NRL scientists use ten of these vehicles, each equipped with Vicon tracking markers,

a GPS receiver, lidar, and cameras, to test new sensors and algorithms.
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.Bathyth_e ¢
Sensors '

Developed by the Naval Research
Laboratory Bioenergy and
Biofabrication Section in the
Chemistry Division and the Physical
Acoustics Branch in the Acoustics
] '- : Division, the Zero Power Ballast

' | Control (ZPBC) is a technology
that relies on microbial energy
harvesting developments to enable
unsupervised underwater sensing
with subsequent surfacing and
reporting capabilities.

With an ultimate goal of producing
simple, small, power-efficient data
harvesting nodes with variable buoyancy;,
the device will be able to monitor ocean
temperatures with a stay time ranging
from weeks to months and eventually
years, providing a longer term than other
mechanisms such as the Expendable
Bathythermograph (XBT).

“Preliminary trials were successful in
many ways,” said Dr. Justin Biffinger.

Th\\ e p - j ~— "/ “The device surfaced and submerged
e currenht device is composed’of two chambers: the top, “dry” cham containing,the N . . .

electronics, valves;solenoids, and timers:'and the Ibwer ehamber, which contains the growth periodically as designed via hydrogen

chamber (ecenter tube) that becomes pressurizéd while baeteria are growing. The device gas produced from the microbial

is'‘assembled on-site and has settings for.duration®between cycling (i.e., how often it

comes to the surface, how longiit should stay at the surface, and how long the

valve is open to allow gas to fill the'lewer chamber).

ss—(Photo: U.S. Navy Reserve/Tom Boyd)
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inoculum and growth medium, proving and Reconnaissance (ISR), Anti-

the device generated gas in sufficient Submarine Warfare (ASW), Mine Warfare

quantity to produce buoyancy.” (MIW), Naval Special Warfare (NSW),
and Meteorology and Oceanography

During testing of two ZPBC systems, (METOC). Continued prototyping could

the rise and fall of the devices were include georeferencing capabilities so

supported by onboard pressure and that the device could be untethered in

temperature sensor data and direct future tests.

observation. The bacterial fuel source

(inoculated gas production vessel) The Office of Naval Research (ONR)/

was then attached and the two ZPBC Naval Research Laboratory Reserve

devices were deployed
in situ off a military pier in
Sattahip, Thailand, and
held in place by mooring
lines for seven days.

Using a low-power (1 to
10 milliwatt) timer, or only
the rate of microbial gas
generation that requires
zero power input, the
device can be alternatively
configured to surface
“on-demand.” Sensors
(e.g., acoustic, magnetic)
attached to the ZPBC
could be used to detect
and classify, monitor

the rise to the surface,
report using RF or other
communication, then re-
submerge and continue
monitoring operations.

In the future, the ZPBC
will provide input for
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